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Ethical Questions



Conclusions



Conclusions

Harm reduction

Safer supply is currently an ethically defensible 
way to reduce harms for PWUD.

Balancing risks and benefits

It is reasonable to attempt to mitigate harms for 
individuals who face certain and severe harm, 
even if the intervention results in some risk of 
harm to others in the broader population.

Diversion Healthcare Providers



Recommendations



Recommendations 1-4

1 Support PSS delivery within healthcare 
systems

PSS policy should aim to reduce inequities and not 
place unfair burdens on particular individuals
and/or populations. Policies should not perpetuate 
stigma and/or systemic or structural inequities. 
Partnership with Indigenous leaders is essential to 
ensure culturally safe supply options.

2 Partner with PWUD, prescribers and 
Indigenous leaders

3 Recognize and address the 
disproportionate impact on Indigenous 
populations.

4 Recognize and address the unique needs of 
youth.



Recommendations 4-8

5 Invest in services to improve health and 
reduce harms from substance use for 
PWUD.

6 Evaluate safer supply program 
effectiveness (including cultural safety)

7 Consider diverse safer supply models 
including providing safer supply in non-
healthcare settings.

8 Ensure strategies to address 
diversion reduce negative impacts of 
diversion without disrupting benefits



Recommendations 9-12

9 Ensure strategies to reduce diversion 
address unmet needs of people who 
divert PSS.

10 Develop processes for people to raise 
concerns about safer supply policy and 
services.

11 Provide appropriate supports for 
prescribers of PSS.

12 Regularly update this ethical analysis



Future Steps
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