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Safer Opioid Supply Community of Practice Newsletter  

April 2021 

Key Meeting Themes 

Meeting minutes can be found in the meeting notes and resources folder on the SOS Google Drive 

March 4th, 2021 

• Benzos in the street supply 

• SoS eligibility requirements & criteria 

• Ethical reporting, kids and driving. 

March 11th, 2021 

• Alcohol and SoS 

• Sub-criteria and triaging protocols 

• Vaccination clinics  

March 18th, 2021 

• Weekend on call discussion 

• Tips on starting an SoS program 

March 25th, 2021 

• Dr. Daniel Buchman, a Bioethicist at the Centre for Mental Health and Addiction, spoke about 

ethical considerations in safer supply work and introduced us to some ethical concepts and 

frameworks to apply when making decisions about safe supply 

 

Research 

We encourage CoP members to email karen.cook@amho.ca with submissions to include. Content 

examples: community led projects, peer reviewed articles, grey literature, government publications, etc. 

• Caring for people who inject drugs when they are admitted to hospital 

• The opioid death crisis in Canada: crucial lessons for public health 

• An emergency response to the opioid overdose crisis in Canada: a regulated opioid distribution 

program 

• “About Nothing Without Us”: A comparative analysis of autonomous organizing among people 

who use drugs and psychiatrized groups in Canada 

• Take home injectable opioids for opioid use disorder during and after the COVID-19 Pandemic is 

in Urgent need: a case study 

Featured Resources 

• Cool Aid Community Health Centre Report on Risk Mitigation Guidance Prescriptions 

• Substance Replacement Therapy in the Context of COVID-19 Pandemic in Québec 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1s9povzzmSE6xXYQ0f3J-FEg8wdvowPQ4?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1sucgrAICz6IbqTOkwENe8EOZBy9_kiFS
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1exjsD12wbi4aQKYOvN8O_Iti1VW0A_UU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gqfNvEnH0VOUmrT8Qt4tv5yDxQ_sKIwG/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10GTNHcQ3m01WpWqlMdtFrnw9lFTjMn_j/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18umEhhFL2-ZeADV9sFDgTdl3DkYScHW-/edit
mailto:karen.cook@amho.ca
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/193/12/E423
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qCAHM3hILgiWYnDbal5wL482XPLtavPQyP7ovU_OWBE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18yiQ0G7EWsyEOrpNYDvCfX205kV9UDlx4VEqGqS-rL0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18yiQ0G7EWsyEOrpNYDvCfX205kV9UDlx4VEqGqS-rL0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UCJ2HGSsNPzqheSVKZH8Tb96USHpyVIUNjwqheukeo4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UCJ2HGSsNPzqheSVKZH8Tb96USHpyVIUNjwqheukeo4/edit
https://substanceabusepolicy.biomedcentral.com/track/pdf/10.1186/s13011-021-00358-x.pdf
https://substanceabusepolicy.biomedcentral.com/track/pdf/10.1186/s13011-021-00358-x.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FKZj1nRsEhkmuWM_ptP-zcmfbdI_eQyzgcQI7ftccFo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BCokTqvDGhQJ43y-Awkyus1fRuAtjS7frAGPZg-hPJg/edit
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• SOS CoP Google Group 

o We have a new communications platform for CoP members! Please email 

safersupplyon@gmail.com if you are interested in joining. 

Questions 

We encourage CoP members to submit questions to safersupplyon@gmail.com . Organizers will bring 

questions and/or answers to meetings as well as circulate a brief summary in following newsletter. 

• What are some events or topics you would like the organizers to pursue in the future? 

• How frequently should this CoP host SS client panels? 

o What question do you have for SS clients? 

• What ethics discussions would be helpful for providers and programs? 

News 

• Doctors Call for Safer Cocaine Supply 

• ‘Vending Machine’ that dispenses safer drugs operating in London 

• Women are Leading Canada’s Safe Supply Movement 

• Opioid-related overdose deaths jump by 59 percent in Ontario 

• Peterborough opioid deaths double the provincial average in 2020 

• Canada’s hidden crisis: How COVID-19 overshadowed the worst year on record for overdose 

deaths 

Upcoming Events 

SoS Interdisciplinary Hot Topic Meetings 

• April 29, Research and Evaluation – Spotlight on:  

o Tara Gomes/team: Evaluation of the London InterCommunity Health Centre’s SOS 

program (London Ontario) 

o Dale McMurchy: Preliminary Assessment of SUAP-funded Safer Supply Programs (Cross 

Canada) 

o Marion Selfridge: Cool Aid CHC Report on Risk Mitigation Guidelines (Victoria BC) 

 

 

https://groups.google.com/g/ontario-sos-cop
mailto:safersupplyon@gmail.com
mailto:safersupplyon@gmail.com
https://www.vice.com/en/article/n7vgy8/doctors-call-for-safer-cocaine-supply
https://lfpress.com/news/local-news/vending-machines-that-dispenses-safer-drugs-operating-in-london
https://filtermag.org/women-canada-safe-supply/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-opioid-related-overdose-deaths-jump-by-59-per-cent-in-ontario/
https://www.thepeterboroughexaminer.com/news/peterborough-region/2021/03/24/peterborough-opioid-deaths-double-the-provincial-average-in-2020.html
https://calgaryherald.com/news/postpandemic/canadas-hidden-crisis-how-covid-19-overshadowed-the-worst-year-on-record-for-overdose-deaths
https://calgaryherald.com/news/postpandemic/canadas-hidden-crisis-how-covid-19-overshadowed-the-worst-year-on-record-for-overdose-deaths

